
MINNESOTA WEST COMMUNITY & TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

LUVERNE CENTER 

2012/2013 Medical Laboratory Technician Advisory Board Meeting 

 

Meeting was held on May 2, 2013, for the 2012/2013 school year, beginning at 2:00 p.m.  

I. Members present were: Deb Dummer, Redwood Area Hospital, Erin Schreader, 

Sanford Luverne Medical Center, Julie Stevens, Pipestone County Medical Center, 

and Alexia Hansen, Worthington Sanford. 

II. OLD BUSINESS: 

TOPIC:  Luverne Center update and marketing 

DISCUSSION:   

1. Scrub camp that was to be held on April 10
th

 was canceled due to blizzard. 

2. Feb 12
th
 held “Breaking Traditions” for underprivileged, under representative, and 

alternative students.  Had 3 rotations of 7 students in the lab. 

3. Rita explained the new “One Stop Program” at MWCTC.     CLOSED 

 

TOPIC:  Equipment 

DISCUSSION:  

1. Last April we purchased the Emerald hematology Analyzer. The analyzer is working well 

and is a perfect analyzer for teaching.   An agglutination viewer was purchased because the 

students are sharing them 

2. Gel testing for blood banking is on the “wish list”.   

 

III. ONGOING BUSINESS 

TOPIC:  Student statistics. 

DISCUSSION:  Board exam stats, graduation, and attrition statistics were reviewed.    

           ONGOING 

 

IV.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

TOPIC:  approval of budget 

DISCUSSION: Budget was approved.       CLOSED 

 

TOPIC:  60/120 

DISCUSSION:  Rita explained the MNSCU’s 60/120 policy.  The committee members 

viewed the program credits of the other MLT programs in Minnesota.  A unanimous vote 

was cast to keep the programs credits at 72 credits.  Rita will write the waiver, which is due 

December 2013.         OPEN 

 

 

 



TOPIC: Updated Technical Standards 

DISCUSSION:  Rita handed out the MLT orientation handbook which contained the new 

“technical standards” which are more specific.  The committee agreed that the new standards 

are improved and have more clarification.    CLOSED 

 

TOPIC:  Student Activities 

DISCUSSION:   

1. Students attended the MN Collaborative Lab Conference in St Cloud from April 24 to 

26
th
.   

2. Last fall the 2
nd

 year students toured Avera McKennan’s lab in Sioux Falls 

3. For externship the students will do a Community project   CLOSED 

 

TOPIC:  Equipment  

DISCUSSION:  There may be Carl Perkins dollars we can use to purchase a coagulation 

analyzer. Discussion was held regarding coagulation and chemistry analyzers.  A refurbished 

Sysmex CA-500 would cost approximately $12,000.  Rita called Lonnie at Alexandria Tech 

and they like their CA-500 for teaching.  The other coagulation analyzer to consider is the 

Stago. Rita will find out more information.  For chemistry analyzers, a refurbished ACE 

Alera would cost $15,500.  Alexandria Tech has one and Barb will speak with Lonnie.  A 

new Piccolo by ABAXIS costs $13,600 however, it uses cassettes and it appears they are all 

panels and individual tests.  Rita and Barb will get more information.   OPEN 

 

TOPIC:  Externship 

DISCUSSION:  No problems with current externship.  Problem is lack of hospital labs that 

have a microbiology department. Suggestion was made to reduce the microbiology hours 

from 120 hours to 80 hours.  40 hours could be the rotation at the Tyler hospital lab who has 

generously agreed to have extern students for microbiology.  The other 40 hours would 

include streaking, gram staining, kit testing, etc.  Case studies would be a great addition too.  

         OPEN 

 

TOPIC:  Supplies 

Thank you to everyone who gave us outdated supplies.  

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:32.  

 

Rita Miller, MLT Program Director 

 

 


