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I. Call to order 

Luke Olson called to order the regular meeting of the Carpentry Advisory 

Committee at 6:00 on October 13
th

, 2010 in room 127. 

II. Roll call 

Luke Olson conducted a roll call. The following persons were present: 

John Dahle: Carpentry I Instructor 

Jackie Ottkin: Pipestone Campus CEO 

Dennis Hampel: Dean of Technical Careers  

Steve Tutt: Contractor, Marshall MN 

Matt Jakels: Contractor, Curry MN 

Chad McClure: Contractor, Luverne MN 

Andy Paap: Student Representative 

 

III. Old  business 

a) Local Remodeling Projects:  Dennis Stated that the program is not to get 

involved with remodeling projects outside of the school, for this would be 

considered as competition for local contractors. 

b) Previous Meeting minutes where read and one correction by Steve Tutt Was 

made “Lead paint pre 1975” changed to “Lead paint pre-1978”.  Motion made 

by Steve Tutt to approve minutes, Chad McClure seconded, motion carried. 

IV. New business 

 

a) Elect Committee Chair: John Dahle started off asking for volunteers for the 

committee chair of the carpentry advisory board.  Discussion started with 

board members asking what the committee chairs responsibilities are.  

Dennis Hampel read the roles of the committee chairman from the Program 

Advisory Committee Handbook, and noted that a handbook will be sent to 

each board member.   Board members where still apprehensive on taking on 

this role with all their other duties, this discussion was tabled.   

 



b) First Year Carpentry Program: John Dahle reported on the first year 

carpentry class.  John mentioned that he has ten students and spends the 

mornings instructing the students in the class room for about two hours and 

then sends the students out to work on the Project House, weather permitting.  

Board members commented on how great it is that students have the 

opportunity to learn hands on, at the project house. 

 

 

c) 2010-2011 Project House Update:  Luke Olson noted that the progress on 

the Project house is going well.  He stated that the class will start siding on 

Monday. The house is located on the NW side of town; the address of the 

project house is 701 5
th

 St. NW.  The advisory board stated that there could 

not be a better tool for marketing the carpentry program than the house 

project. 

 

 

d) Minnesota Career Fields, Clusters & Pathways:  Dennis Hampel 

explained the Career Pathways wheel to the Advisory Board.  The wheel’s 

purpose is to guide a student from the ninth grade to a college graduate.  This 

will all be possible by the student picking a career path then taking the proper 

classes that are in that students field of study.  Minnesota West is Working 

together with, high schools, service coops, and other learning institutions to 

help make the students move from high school to college a seamless 

transition.   

 

 

 

e) AAS degree, 2 year Carpentry Diploma, and Certificates:  All members 

received a packet of the proposed courses made available by John Dahle.  

John started out by explaining the purpose and of the new courses.  He stated 

the 60 credit AAS degree was to keep up with other colleges, beings that all 

the other carpentry programs offer an AAS degree.  Also, some students may 

want to further their education at another college to obtain a bachelors degree 

in, for example, Construction Management.  With and AAS from Minnesota 

West all credits will transfer to another MNSCU institution.   

John explained that the Student will also have the option of the 45 credit 2 

year diploma.  This option allows the student to receive a diploma without 

having to take the general studies. The AAS course and the diploma course 

will be taught alongside of each other minus the 15 credit general studies for 

the AAS degree.  

Lastly John stated on top of these credits the student will also have the 

option along with the general public to take certificates courses.   The 

certificate courses will include for example, Green Sustainable Construction, 

Interior Trim and Finish Flooring, Cabinet Making, and Landscaping.  These 

certificates will allow the student additional skill building opportunities.    



Discussion took place among the advisory board members.  Members 

stated this new course work could do nothing but help further the student 

education, and they felt in the long run most students would opt for the AAS. 

  Steve Tutt motioned that the carpentry program switch to 45credit 2 year 

diploma, a 60 credit AAS degree and Certificates, Matt Jackels seconded.  

Motion Carried 

 

f) Energy auditing classes: John Dahle reported on a two week training course 

he just came back from at Fond Du Lac Tribal & Community College.  The 

course went over topics such as blower door testing, duct blaster testing and 

combustion appliance zone testing.  The classes will assist in the use of new 

equipment that will be purchased by the help of a $5,000 grant titled, 

Minnesota Credentialing Assistance Rebate for Energy Training.  With the 

new equipment and training the college plans on offering an Energy Auditing 

course as a certificate, and in the future continuing education for contractors.   

 

g) General Discussion:  Dennis Hampel commented that he would like to 

receive recommendations for a few new advisory board members.  The panel 

could have up to eight members.   People of interest could be industrial arts 

teachers, past graduates, building officials, general contractors, sales men 

from a lumber yards, and construction laborers.  The board members said they 

will ask around and try to find some interested individuals.  

 

 

Adjournment  

John Dahle entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting, Steve Tutt seconded, 

meeting adjourned at 8:30pm. 

Minutes submitted by:  Luke Olson: Carpentry II Instructor 

 


