
Minnesota West Community & Technical College 

Child Development Program Advisory Committee Meeting 
July 8, 2009 

 

Attending: Joyce Arents, Judy Fiola, Gail Goltz, Marge Knudson, Sharon 

Rasmussen 

 

Absent: Melanie Schultz, Darcy Kleven, Teri Smith 

 

The Advisory Group convened for a noon lunch and meeting at Jackpot 

Junction in Morton. 

 

Laine presented the following updates on the Child Development program: 

 

1. The first class of A.S. students graduated in May. Of the seven 

graduates, four are enrolled in the SMSU off-site Bachelor’s program 

for teaching  licensure through 3
rd

 grade. 

 

Discussion: The A.S. is a very positive addition to the program. There 

are continually higher standards to be met in regard to level of 

education. In addition, children will be better served by more highly 

trained teachers and caregivers. 

 

2. The Minnesota Legislature has mandated that A.S. programs decrease 

total credits to 60. The intention is to reduce the number of generals 

credits in the degree. 

 

Discussion: After examining the existing course schedule, there are no 

Child Development credits that could be eliminated without 

compromising the quality of the program. Introduction to 

Microcomputers and Ethical Theory were suggested as possible 

deletions. 

 

3. There has been increased interest from non-traditional students in 

taking classes. How can the program improve support for these 

students? 

 

Discussion: Invite onto campus for a face-to-face orientation to  

on-line learning and create cohort groups. 



Gail Goltz commented that her teachers have been very pleased with 

Laine’s prompt responses to inquiries for information and also level 

of support for those currently taking on-line classes. 

 

Other items of discussion: 

 

 Head Start has upped their education level requirements. Gail asked if 

Laine would be willing to be available to meet with any teachers and asst. 

teachers, interested in an A.S., during a staff meeting. Judy Fiola expressed 

interest in creating a cohort group of CDA candidates.There is some 

economic stimulus money available for tuition. Laine will set up meetings 

for both groups. 

 

 Laine asked the group about other perceived needs.  

 

The list includes: 

 Diverse families 

 Multi-cultural 

 Special needs 

 Mandated reporter training for suspected child abuse and neglect 

 SIDS 

 Shaken baby 

 Care seat safety 

 Attachment 

 Failure to thrive 

 Reflective practice 

 

 Laine shared that, of the items on the above list, the only ones not 

addressed in current course offerings are car seat safety and reflective 

practice. Car seat safety will be incorporated into CDEV1268 Health, 

Nutrition and Safety. Reflective practice will be considered for inclusion 

into a spring course. 

 

After thanking the members for their service on the Advisory Committee, 

Laine closed the meeting. All those present expressed their appreciation for 

the lunch and the gift of home-made jelly.  
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