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Minnesota West Community and Technical College 

Medical Laboratory Technician Advisory Board/Lab Manager Meeting 

 

December 2, 2008  

 

Room 209 on Worthington Campus 

Lunch was served at 12:30.  The meeting was called to order by Rita Miller at 12:45.  

 

MEMBERS/GUESTS PRESENT:  Jane Polz, Windom Area Hospital; Anita Hallum, 

Worthington Regional Hospital; Harold Eichman, Northwest Iowa Health Center; Hospital, Rock 

Rapids; Barb Madison, MLT Adjunct Faculty; Denise Peterson, Springfield Medical Center; 

Karen Samuleson, Granite Falls Hospital; Stacie Lansink, Avera McKennan Hospital and 

Univesity; Jeff Ernst, MWCTC Luverne Center. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 2:35 p.m. in Room 142 at the MWCTC, Luverne Center.  

 

TOPIC: Administrative Updates 

DISCUSSION: Presently the second year MLT classes are held at the Worthington campus and 

the first year MLT courses are held at the Luverne campus and transmitted ITV to Worthington, 

except for labs.  The MLT program will completely move to Luverne Center over Christmas 

break.   

Programs at Luverne site are: Surgical Technology, Radiology Technician, Medical Assistant 

and MLT.  Possibly next year Massage Therapy will be in Luverne.                     CLOSED 

 

TOPIC: Marketing 

DISCUSSION: Jeff Ernst spoke briefly about marketing. He has written a marketing plan with 

emphasis on the Sioux Falls area. Currently 35% of students at Luverne are from Sioux Falls 

area. Jeff also gave an update on the program at the Luverne Center.    

           ONGOING 

 

TOPIC: Student statistics 

DISCUSSION: 14 students will be attending externship beginning January 12, 2009.   

Currently there are 13 first year MLTs and two phlebotomy students.  

 

TOPIC:  MLT Board Exam results 

DISCUSSION:  Since 2004 we have had 100% passing rate on the first attempt. None of the 

2008 graduates have taken the exam. Rita mentioned that the students register for the exam 

independently. Registration is done online. Some colleges sign up all students as a group.   Jeff 

mentioned that we could look into integrated the Board exam registration fee into the student  

           OPEN 

 

TOPIC:  Student Field Trips 

DISCUSSION:  Second year Students attended Student’s Day at the State Collaborative 

Conference in St. Paul in May 2008. They also attended a tour at the Avera McKennan 

laboratory. Three first-year students went to the ASCLS Student night in Minneapolis. Two 

MLT students attended the Body Human in Watertown, SD.  
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TOPIC:  NAACLS Site Visit and Accreditation Update 

DISCUSSION:  NAACLS site visit was on October 9 and 10
th

.  The site visitors toured the 

Luverne Center as well as the Worthington campus. There were no deficiencies but a few 

comments. Comment: NAACLS requires that a fee be paid for all clinical sites regardless if they 

are used, this has not been done in prior years.  The other comment was that even though I had 

an evaluation form for the Advisory board members I had not implemented yet.   The site visitors 

report goes to NAACLS board in February. The results for years of accreditation should be 

known in April 2009.          OPEN 

 

TOPIC:  Equipment 

DISCUSSION: Members received a copy of the laboratory equipment list. Discussion was held 

regarding the purchase of Pointe and/or I-stat to replace the Cobas Mira. The members felt that 

the Pointe analyzers would be a better teaching tool because it is not so automated. The students 

would be able to understand the basics behind the chemistry tests. They need the foundation of 

lab before they step forward. Whereas the I-Stat is very automated and simply to use. They will 

encounter I-Stat and other automation in their externship.  

Electrolyte analyzers: The electrodes and reagent for the AVL is expensive to buy. A suggestion 

was made to check with Ortho to see if they can help supply an electrolyte analyzer.  OPEN 

 

TOPIC: Budget 

DISCUSSION: Budget was discussed with the members. No comments  CLOSED 

 

TOPIC: MNSC 60/120 program credits. 

DISCUSSION: Rita briefly discussed the legislators push to have AS programs to go to 60 

credits and Bachelor programs to go to 120 credits. The MLT program is an AAS program, 

however, all the MLT Program Directors in the State have meet and we will be writing a waiver 

for 70 credit program.  Rita will be attending a meeting with the Office of the Chancellor 

representative and MLT Program Directors on January 9 for more discussion on the topic. 

           OPEN 

 

TOPIC: Externship 

DISCUSSION: There will be 14 MLT students and 2 phlebotomy student starting externship in 

January. The new competency checklist prepared by all the  Minnesota MLT Program 

Directors/Instructors will be used.  Medtraining requirements has also been added this year. 

Discussion was held regarding having exams online or hard copy. The members decided that the 

online exams monitored during externship hours have been working well so that will be 

continued. Students will take the same exam at the same time regardless of what department they 

are currently rotating in. Externship manuals were available for the clinical sites present at the 

meeting. The changes were reviewed. 

The other change was that the case study will be due the last week of may rather than the end of 

externship. Rita will inform the students of the change.    CLOSE 
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TOPIC: Curriculum change 

DISCUSSION: One credit has been added to MDLT  1115 Biological Fluids. So it is now 3 

credits (2 lecture/1 lab). The credit comes from MDLT 2140 Diagnostic Testing which has 

become MDLT 2145 Electrocardiogram. The x-ray operators portion was taken out of 

Diagnostic testing due to new regulations.  

 

TOPIC:  MDLT 1100 Introduction to Laboratory Science 

DISCUSSION: Intro to Lab Science lecture portion will probably go online in Fall 2009. The 

students will come to the campus for the laboratory which is mainly phlebotomy skills.   

           OPEN 

 

TOPIC:  Evaluations 

DISCUSSION: Board members filled out evaluation forms and then toured the Luverne Center. 

           CLOSE 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 

 

 

Rita Miller 

 

 


