
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES FROM MEETING ON NOVEMBER 20, 2007 

 

Advisory Board Members: Present 

Derrick Ruether, Sturdevants Auto Parts, Canby, MN. 507-223-7234             5/2006  

Greg Keimig, Kruze Motors, Manager, Madison, MN. 320-598-7333            11/2006 

Darwin Schlapkohl, Cenex, Manager, Canby, MN. 507-223-7241                  11/2005 

Jim Cleveland, Cleveland Chevrolet, Dealer, Canby, MN. 507-223-5550        5/2006 

Chris Grimmer, Lockwood Motors, Marshall, MN. 507-537-1526                   5/2006 

Students present John Leibel and Brady Paulsen  

 

Advisory Board Member: Absent 

Steve Sammons, Tholen Auto, Manager, Marshall, MN. 507-532-3291         11/2005 

 

Meeting was called to order by Chair person Derrick Ruether.  Derrick appointed Darwin 

Schapkohl to take the minutes of the meeting. 

 

Minutes of the last meeting were brought up by Chuck Knollenberg and were discussed by 

members of the board.  A motion was made by Greg Keimig, seconded by Chris Grimmer, 

and passed by the board. 

 

NATEF Certification was discussed and Chuck said that the state is looking at decreasing 

the amount of credits by four (4).  The Automotive Curriculum was talked about and it is 

the same as the year before and was decided that it is working out very well, so we will 

leave it alone. 

 

Chuck mentioned he could use more training materials.  Chris said that he could help out 

since he works at Lockwood motors now and they have some programs that he could 

share with the school.   

 

Chuck also mentioned that he is trying to get access to GM & FORD on the web.   

State Farm told Chuck that they would donate a car, but so far nothing has showed.  

Chuck said he would call State Farm and see what happened. 

 

The budget was discussed and $6,955 for program supplies, $22,000 for technology and 

$10,000 for equipment.  We were glad to see that the amount for equipment is up $4,000 

from last year. 

 

As far as the replacement for new tools, at this time no one really knew of anything new 

that the school needed. Other then scanner updates Jim will update Tech 2.  The five  

year plan is to look at updating to laptop computer programs. 

 

Chuck brought up the number of board members and he said that with losing Steve 

Sammons due to the closing of Tholens, we probably need two more members.  Chuck 

said he would try to get someone from a Chrysler dealership. 

 



The next meeting will be sometime in the spring, maybe March or April.  The meeting was 

then adjourned. 

 

       Acting secretary, 

       DARWIN SCHLAPKOHL 


