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Minnesota West Community and Technical College 
2009 Final Report for Fast Track Initiative 

 

Project Participant, Discipline, and Location 
The 2009 report was prepared by Kayla Westra, project coordinator for Minnesota West 
Community and Technical College, with input from faculty who taught within the 
program. 
 
Discipline areas covered within the program were as follows:  Math, Developmental 
Studies, English. 
 
This program was offered at the following campuses:  Canby, Jackson, Granite Falls, 
Pipestone, and Worthington. 
 
Participating instructors were as follows:  Dan Roos, Rick Dalrymple, LouAnn 
Williamson, Rod Sissel, Lori Stearns, Dave Matthews, Jim John,  Shannon Schmitz, 
Gaye Winter, Pam Sukalski, Shannon Fiene. 
 

Putting Students on the Fast Track 
Many students come to their first semester of college unprepared or underprepared to 
succeed in their coursework. While most students have received a one day orientation to 
college, this orientation covers mostly administrative information and not academic and 
life skills.  Fast Track gives students the specific tools for success before they begin 
college-level courses. The goal of this initiative is to better prepare students for a 
successful college experience, focusing on reading, writing, math, and study skills.   
 
As part of the Fast Track initiative, the STSK0090 course, Basic Skills Preparation, was 
offered on all five campuses in August 2009.  The students met with instructors five days 
for one week.  This course included a mix of both local and nonlocal students; a 
distributed representation of the college student population was attained. On the technical 
campuses, an increase of nontraditional students was noted.  This is likely due to recent 
worker displacements in the particular local areas.  This course was offered at zero cost to 
the student. 

Determining Participants 
Campus marketers, registrars, recruiters, program coordinators, and college faculty 
worked together to place students into the course. Additionally, a significant part of this 
project involves working with area high schools to identify students who would benefit 
from the program, as well as sharing information gathered regarding high school 
students, placement scores, and developmental programs.  This is an ongoing effort at 
Minnesota West, and we have been working with the Southwest Service Cooperative 
(http://www.swsc.org/), based out of Marshall but serving all of southwestern Minnesota, 
to share information between high school and college faculty over the past several years.   
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The goal for 2009 was to have 85 students participate.  One hundred students participated 
in the 2009 Fast Track program. 
 

Objectives/Outcomes 
The objectives and student outcomes for the Fast Track program are as follows: 

• Develop college level study skills, time management, note taking, scheduling, and 
homework habits. 

• Manage time more effectively. 
• Understand how to manage college workload. 
• Understand how to use resources available to them. 
• Analyze assignments and clarify instructor expectations. 
• Understand baseline expectations of college level reading, writing, and math 

abilities and skills. 
• Understand student code of conduct. 
• Understand what is required of a responsible, self-motivated learner. 

 

Review of Objectives/Student Learning 
Students successfully completed the coursework and achieved mastery of the objectives.   
 
Students completed specific activities that showed mastery; as an example, students 
completed schedules for Fall 2009 semester and incorporated time management 
techniques.  Students completed multiple assignments and tests in the areas of reading, 
writing, and mathematics.  These included both traditional and online tests. 
 
Students were shown the available resources and participated in hands on demonstrations.  
Instructors discussed clarifying expectations, and this was practiced in course 
assignments.  Extensive discussion occurred on instructor expectations and classroom 
expectations. 
 
This course helped students be more confident in their testing and placement, and should 
also help them in their first semester at Minnesota West.  This success should then be 
carried forward for second, third, and fourth semesters.  

Assessment of Student Learning   
 
Students took the Accuplacer test before and after completing the course.  Scores were 
compared and analyzed.   A significant gain was noted in the number of the courses 
“jumped” by the group of students.  The following table shows the results for the 2009 
initiative. 
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College-Wide Placement 
 
Original Placement  Updated Placement  Total  

Math 0091  Math 0092  1 

Math 0092  Math 0098  10 

Math 0098  Math 0099  6 

STSK091  STSK095  8 

STSK095  STSK1104  6 

STSK1104  No reading required  2 

ENGL 0090  ENGL 1101  9 

Total Courses Jumped   42 
 

Campus by Campus Breakdown 
 
Original 
Placement 

Updated 
Placement 

Students/Location 

  C GF J P W Total 
Math 0091 Math 0092 1      
Math 0092 Math 0098 3 1  2 2  
Math 0098 Math 0099 2 2  1 2  
STSK091 STSK095  1   1  
STSK095 STSK1104     0  
STSK1104 No reading 

required 
4    4  

Engl 0090 Engl 1101 11 5  2 2  
Total Courses 
Moved 

 19 9  5 11  

 
 
Of the one hundred students who completed the course, many of them succeeded in 
moving up one or more courses.  Some students moved up two classes each.  A 
significant number of students did not change in their placement scores.  Even so, these 
students showed an appreciation for the content, delivery, and opportunity.  Entrance 
requirements have been reduced, and the likelihood of “correct” placement at initial entry 
is higher.  Therefore, fewer changes in course placement is expected. 
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The change in the test scores was an interesting phenomenon.  Some students dropped in 
their scores, but the majority showed substantial improvement, even if they didn’t change 
courses.  Some students admitted that if they had already attained the highest placement 
in an area (such as ENGL1101), then they did not try within that section. 
 
Additionally, after working with the 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 participants, a definite 
social and emotional connection has been observed with the participants.  It’s hard to 
measure assuredness and self-confidence, but the instructors can feel and see the different 
attitudes the student participants have demonstrated toward the college and their 
collegiate goals.   

Supplies/Additional Learning Software 
Students were provided with the supplies needed to be successful from day 1 of their 
college courses.  Students were provided with the following: 

• Binder 
• Planner  
• Calculator 
• Highlighter   
• Pens and Pencils 
• Notebook 
• Lexar USB Flash Drive 
• Lanyard 

 
Additionally, math software was purchased and used to assist students in learning math 
concepts on several sites. Costs for supplies came from a college-wide budget and are not 
covered in this report. 

Transferability of Learning Outcomes/ Cross Curriculum Skill 
Development  
This course (STSK0092) is not transferable to other institutions.  However, this course 
included objectives and outcomes that will transfer to other coursework and be of benefit 
to the students.   
 
All courses require students to study and prepare efficiently and to manage their time 
effectively.  Because most courses require writing skills, additional preparation in the 
English area benefits all students. Effective math skills are also required in many of the 
courses and programs offered at Minnesota West. 
 
Extensive instructional time was spent on good study habits and how to be a successful 
student.  This carries over to all areas of study. 

Teaching Tasks and Timelines   
Course preparation began in May 2009 and continued through August 2009. Faculty 
worked with other instructors within their discipline to provide consistent instruction.  
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Instructors spent time from May through August 2009 preparing materials and working 
on administrative details, including contacting students.   
 
Over approximately 12 weeks, instructors spent 1 to 2 hours a week to develop materials, 
contacting students, following up with students, and finalizing course preparation.  The 
actual course began in August 2009. 
 
Tasks included were 

• Course Design and Redesign 
• Course Development and Modification 
• Meetings (conferences between instructors on all campuses) 
• Set Up of Online Course 
• Recruitment of Students 
• Contact Students 
• Coordinate Building Services 
• Coordinate Student Services 

 
Instruction began on August 9 and continued through August 13.  Each instructor had 
discipline specific classroom instruction for 1.5 hours per day/five days each week.   
 
The following subject matter was covered by each instructor. 

Reading/Study Skills 
1.  Survival Tips/Goal Setting 
2.  Time Management 
3.  Stress Management 
4.  Learning Styles 
5.  Reading Your Textbook/Textbook Notes 

English/Writing 
1. Parts of Speech 
2. Verb Tense 
3. Subject/Verb Agreement 
4. Consistent Person 
5. Parallelism 
6. Capitalization 
7. Punctuation Usage 
8. Spelling 
9. Coordination/Subordination 
10. Run Ons and Comma Splices 
11. Journal Writing 
12. Descriptive Essay 

Math/Algebra 
1. Arithmetic operations of fractions 
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2. Arithmetic operations with decimals and percentages and application word 
problems  

3. Order of arithmetic operations 
4. Absolute value 
5. Operations with elementary algebraic expressions 
6. Operations with polynomial expressions 
7. Operations with rational expressions 
8. Solving linear algebraic equations in one variable 
9. Linear graphing and slope 
10. Algebraic word problem applications 
11. Solving formulas for different variables 
12. Solving simple algebraic inequalities 
13. Scientific notation 
14. Basic algebraic polynomial factoring 

Computer Skills 
1. Logging in to student account and updating information 
2. Logging in to D2L and using features of D2L 
3. Logging in to SmartThinking and features of SmartThinking. 
4. Logging into student email and using student email. 
5. Navigating college web site for important information. 

Summary of Project Impacts/Lessons Learned 

Positive Impacts 
Positive impacts were shown in several areas.   

1. Students exhibited a strong work ethic and intrinsic motivation. 
2. Students developed an early connection with faculty, students, facilities, technical 

support, staff, student services, and the LARC. 
3. Students were exposed to a large amount of content in a short time. 
4. Students interacted well. 
5. Students showed a positive attitude. 
6. Math ALEKS software used at all sites. 
7. Students practiced time management skills.  They were consistently in the 

classroom and working on outcomes. 
8. Students gained experience learning in an ITV environment. 

Negative Impacts 
Some negative impacts were observed. 

1. Distractions from computers, sports, home issues (but fewer than previous year). 
2. Work outside of class is nearly impossible due to other responsibilities. 
3. Students’ wide variety of readiness led traditional class setting learning to be 

problematic, but plans implemented from previous year helped alleviate. 
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Improvements Needed/Issues  
When this course is offered in the future, several areas could be enhanced or improved. 
 
• Consider offering a “night course” option for this class.  Would require additional 

instructors and resources. 
• Consider allowing students to attend just the section they had difficulty with. 
• Consider adding additional daytime sections at some campuses. 
• Work to get instructors on all campuses in all areas (reduce ITV if possible). 
• Incorporate shorter lunch period. 
• Incorporate additional time to work on computer/in lab within college systems. 
• Continue to review and modify content. 
• Housing is an issue for out of state students. 

Student Feedback 
Student feedback was extremely positive.  Many felt that the opportunity to take this 
course and the lessons learned within the course will benefit them as they pursue their 
education. 
 
Students completed a survey (Appendix A) and ranked several areas of instruction.  The 
cumulative summary of the results is below. Students overwhelmingly agreed that this 
course was effective and of benefit to them. The personal comments from students are 
listed in Appendix A. The information below is an overall percentage for all campuses. 
 
Statement Percentage of Agree/Strongly Agree 

Responses 
This course will help me in my future 
courses. 

96% 

This course has prepared me to be a more 
successful college student. 

94% 

The format of the course (three sessions on 
three different areas) worked well. 

86% 

I have learned things that I didn’t know or 
remembered things I had forgotten. 

96% 

The instructors were well prepared. 96% 
The instructors covered material that will 
be helpful for me to know. 

96% 

I would recommend this course to other 
incoming freshman. 

96% 

 
Perhaps the greatest accomplishment in the course was that it helped students be more 
successful in their testing and placement and gave them some confidence that with hard 
work they could improve themselves.  This should carry them through their educational 
experiences at Minnesota West.  
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Dissemination 
We have already begun the process of working with high school instructors, including a 
meetings in spring 2007 and 2008, where we met with high school teachers from eight 
area high schools to discuss Accuplacer test results and placement in college level 
courses.  These meetings were in coordination with the Southwest/West Central Service 
Coop (www.swsc.org).  We discussed test results, placement issues, and what high 
school and college instructors can do to work together to better prepare students for 
college and the workplace.  
 
I presented at the 2007 Teaching and Learning Conference for high school faculty, 
counselors, and administrators in Marshall in August 2007 (this conference is organized 
by the Southwest/West Central Service Coop). A similar presentation was presented at 
the 2007, 2008, and 2009 Realizing Student Potential / iTEACH conferences, which are 
coordinated by MnSCU.  Below is the abstract: 
 
Equaling the Odds: Are students ready for college?  
 
Particularly at the community college, many of our students need additional support to be 
successful in the college classroom, whether their issues are academic, social, self-
esteem, adaptation, or meeting expectations.  What essentials seem to be missing?  How 
can colleges and high schools work together to provide additional assistance?  What 
programs are available at the college?  Be prepared to discuss issues and solutions, as 
well as learn more about Minnesota West's Fast Track program. 
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Appendix A – Survey Results / Student Feedback- 
Summer 2009 

Appendix A-1 Canby Campus 
 
Project Faculty (list discipline): 
Gaye Winter – English 
Pam Sukalski – Reading and Study Skills 
Shannon Fiene – Math  
 
Project Start Date: 
2009-08-10 
 
Project End Date: 
2009-08-14 
  
Project Abstract:  
Many of our students come to their first semester of college unprepared.  The goal is to better 
prepare students for a successful college experience, focusing on reading, writing, math, and 
study skills.   
 
This pre-first year seminar will be held one week (5 days) prior to the start of fall semester for up 
to 30 students on each campus.   This course should include a mix of both local and nonlocal 
students to ensure the student population is represented accurately. This course will be offered at 
no cost to the student. Students who complete receive two credits for STSK0092, Basic Skills. 

 
   
Objectives 
 
After completing this course, students will  

• Develop college level study skills, time management, note taking, scheduling, and 
homework habits. 

• Manage time more effectively. 
• Understand how to manage college workload. 
• Understand how to use resources available to them. 
• Analyze assignments and clarify instructor expectations. 
• Understand baseline expectations of college level reading, writing, and math abilities and 

skills. 
• Understand student code of conduct. 
• Understand what is required of a responsible, self-motivated learner. 

 
Did your outcomes meet your expectations?  

• Achieve collaboration and partnerships 

Canby exceeded the goal by providing this service to 26 of our students. In fact, five Canby 
students were referred to other campuses for Fast Track so that we would not go over capacity. 
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Students had the opportunity to meet not only the faculty teaching Fast Track but were able to 
meet with various other faculty members and student service personnel.  

One of the wind instructors was available all week and actually spent some time with the Wind 
Energy students in the afternoons. Students also had time to meet other staff on campus and 
become knowledgeable about the services and equipment on campus. Students were able to tour 
campus and find classrooms ahead of time.  

Many of these students have been the biggest users of services on campus so far. They are 
frequently seen in the LARC studying and organizing themselves as well as asking for assistance 
when needed. Students commented that meeting new people and instructors ahead of time as well 
as having some understanding of the rigors of college were some of the most helpful attributes 
and assisted in alleviating some anxiety.  

Fast Track serves not only as a tool to get students ready for college but also as marketing tool 
and retention tool. Students participating in Fast Track are more familiar with the routine and who 
is here and have had time to make mistakes before the “real deal.” One hundred percent of our 
students indicated they would recommend this class to others because they had a good 
experience. These students in essence become our marketers when relaying their experience to 
family, friends and community members. The number of students posed somewhat of a challenge 
in paying special attention to needs of all the students; however, instructors were able to move 
about material with the support of the other students. In fact, students who felt competent in 
certain areas were not afraid to assist and step up with their comments. The math software that 
was used was great because students were able to work at their own pace and level. 

• Enhance quality and continuous improvement of programs  

Students developed a comfort with faculty, staff , and each other by the end of the second day. 
This connection and comfort is invaluable in the classroom and each of the programs. Students 
also developed confidence in themselves and their ability by the end of the week regardless of the 
actual scores they received on the Accuplacer at the end of the week.  

• Facilitate transition from high school to college/university 

Fast Track is an invaluable tool in fostering the transition between high school and college. It is 
also invaluable for students who are non-traditional and are entering as displaced workers. The 
non-traditional students indicated while it was nice to see their scores increase on the Accuplacer, 
their goal in Fast Track was to expose themselves to content they had not been exposed to for 
years and remind themselves of the rigor of education. Several students indicated they 
appreciated the jump start and having an understanding of what a day at college may look like. 
Students were exposed to services on campus, how to maneuver the food service, and got a jump 
on email, understanding of D2L and student accounts. Students practiced organizational skills and 
participated in activities in which they could explore themselves and what their study and 
organizational styles are. Students practiced study reading, English, and math skills, all of which 
at some point they will need in their time at Minnesota West. Students were provided with tools 
which will assist in their success. Many of the participants took advantage of being on campus 
early and buying books ahead of time as a way to prepare for the upcoming semester.  
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The group appeared genuine in their concerns about success and have been observed acting as 
mentors and role models for students who did not participate. An example is a Fast Track student 
pulling people in for study groups.   

Did your outcomes meet your expectations?  

• Student Learning  

Students jumped 19 courses and there were gains in all three areas overall. Some students did not 
increase scores; however, the overall consensus with students was that the course was helpful and 
they learned things they did not know or had forgotten. 

• Student assessment  

Post Fast Track Accuplacer scores were a mixed bag. Some students did better in all categories. 
Some students did worse in all categories. However students commented that they maybe weren’t 
concerned about all areas and if math was their concern, they were happy with an increase. 
Students also expressed satisfaction overall with having the opportunity to be here, experience 
Fast Track, and get the jump start. Some of the decrease in scores may be due to students with 
disabilities who had received accommodations on the Accuplacer pre-Fast Track that did not 
request accommodations for the Accuplacer post-Fast Track. 

• Improved retention 

Ninety-two percent of students indicated that they feel better prepared to be successful in college. 
One hundred percent of students indicated they learned material that was helpful. Overall students 
expressed confidence in their abilities. 

 
Narrative 
Canby Fast Track far exceeded our expectations. We had a strong interest this year and invited 
approximately 90 students. With numbers like this and interest this high, it may be beneficial to 
consider more than one Fast Track in order to serve our students. Another consideration is to 
focus attention not so much on the transition from high school but also the transition from work 
back to college. 
 
We had a great group of students who were highly motivated. We had one no show but the rest 
were present all week with only a couple students arriving late one day. Students were excited, 
worked together, and were outspoken. While we can measure student success and retention for 
Fast Track students versus non Fast Track, I am not sure we can truly measure the impact overall. 
The personal attention students get as a result of Fast Track can speak volumes to our 
communities about MN West.  
 
Assessment   
See appendices A1-1, A1-2, and A1-3 for student achievement scores and feedback.  Students 
took the Accuplacer test before and after completing the course.  Scores were compared and 
analyzed.  Additionally, students will be tracked after their first semester and during their first 
year.   
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Assessment Summary: Canby Campus  
Twenty-six students participated in the program.  Overall, students showed improvement in 
learning as well as gained experience in navigating the college and successfully completing the 
learning tasks.  Of the 26 students in the program, 14 students moved up in 19 classes. The 
students showed gains in several areas, as outlined in the attached appendices. 
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Appendix A1-1: Canby Student Scores  
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
1 Had ACT Score    
Reading Comp.  78 None N 
Sentence Skills  96   None   n  
Arithmetic    39 None N 
Elem. Algebra    41 None   N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
2     
Reading Comp. 42.82 74 + Y (1) 
Sentence Skills 64.81 76   +   n  
Arithmetic   - -   
Elem. Algebra   54.3 65   + N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
3     
Reading Comp. 84 91 + N 
Sentence Skills 74 82   +   n  
Arithmetic   - 37 N/A N/A 
Elem. Algebra   29 41   + N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
4     
Reading Comp. 70 86 + Y (1) 
Sentence Skills 80.54 96   +    Y (1) 
Arithmetic   - -   
Elem. Algebra   51.4 88   + Y (1) 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
5     
Reading Comp. 58.12 79 + Y (1) 
Sentence Skills 57.79 66   +   n  
Arithmetic   - -   
Elem. Algebra   26.88 37   + N 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 15

Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
6     
Reading Comp. 57 76 + N 
Sentence Skills 34.3 51   +   n  
Arithmetic   32.45 -   
Elem. Algebra   - 36 + N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
7     
Reading Comp. 81 87 + N 
Sentence Skills 78 90   +   Y (1)  
Arithmetic   90 - N/A N/A 
Elem. Algebra   55 54   none N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
8     
Reading Comp. 33 40 + N 
Sentence Skills 39 51   +    N 
Arithmetic   21 39 + Y (2) 
Elem. Algebra   - 22  + N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
9     
Reading Comp. 85 86 + N 
Sentence Skills 78 63   None   n  
Arithmetic   - 94 N/A N/A 
Elem. Algebra   76 73   none N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
10     
Reading Comp. 84 81 None N 
Sentence Skills 81 87   + Y (1) 
Arithmetic   - 84 N/A N/A 
Elem. Algebra   40 59   + Y (1) 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
11     
Reading Comp. 35 43 + N 
Sentence Skills 84 86   +   Y(1)  
Arithmetic   - 56 N/A N/A 
Elem. Algebra   75 73 none   N 
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Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
12     
Reading Comp. 82 74 None N 
Sentence Skills 91 82   None N 
Arithmetic   62 73 + N 
Elem. Algebra   22 25   + N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
13     
Reading Comp. 70 60 None N 
Sentence Skills 53.37 41   None N 
Arithmetic   - - - - 
Elem. Algebra   32.44 26   None N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
14     
Reading Comp. 75 87 + Y(1) 
Sentence Skills 79.7 66   None   N  
Arithmetic   - - - - 
Elem. Algebra   77 87   + N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
15     
Reading Comp. 81 73 None N 
Sentence Skills 76 45   None    N 
Arithmetic   - - - - 
Elem. Algebra   23 40   + Y(1) 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
16     
Reading Comp. 86 60 None N 
Sentence Skills 85.5 70   None    N 
Arithmetic   - - - - 
Elem. Algebra   37.4 29 None   N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
17     
Reading Comp. 56 64 + N 
Sentence Skills 47 61   +   N  
Arithmetic   - - - - 
Elem. Algebra   34 39   + N 
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Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
18     
Reading Comp. 47 57 + Y(1) 
Sentence Skills 55 69   +    N 
Arithmetic   - - - - 
Elem. Algebra   29 25   None N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
19     
Reading Comp. 40.4 41 + N 
Sentence Skills 46.6 55   +    N 
Arithmetic   - 40 N/A N/A 
Elem. Algebra   28.2 37 + N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
20     
Reading Comp. 49 40 None N 
Sentence Skills 53 58   + N 
Arithmetic   48 31 None N 
Elem. Algebra   30 -   N/A N/A 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
21     
Reading Comp. 71.33 95 + Y(1) 
Sentence Skills 60.12 63   + N 
Arithmetic   31.97 -   
Elem. Algebra   - 28   + N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
22     
Reading Comp. 66 76 + N 
Sentence Skills 82 88   + Y(1) 
Arithmetic   - - - - 
Elem. Algebra   36 52   + Y(1) 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
23     
Reading Comp. 101 100 None N 
Sentence Skills 74 92   +    Y(1) 
Arithmetic   81 90 + N 
Elem. Algebra   27 21   None N 
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Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
24     
Reading Comp. 63.63 60 None N 
Sentence Skills 60.75 70   + N 
Arithmetic   71.51 82 + N 
Elem. Algebra   35.18 40   + N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
25     
Reading Comp. 77.8 80 + N 
Sentence Skills 83.9 88   + Y(1) 
Arithmetic   - - - - 
Elem. Algebra   31 49 + N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
26     
Reading Comp. 62 67 + N 
Sentence Skills 47 60   +   N  
Arithmetic   - - - - 
Elem. Algebra   80 57   None N 
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Appendix A1-2: Canby Cumulative Reviews  
 
Placement Scores 
 
Content Area Increase Overall Average Increase 
Reading Comp. 180.53points/26 students + 6.94 
Sentence Skills 186.19points/26 students + 7.16 
Arithmetic/Elem. Algebra 217.53points /26 students + 8.37 
 
Course Changes 
 
 
Original 
Placement 

Updated 
Placement 

Number of Students 

   
Math 0091 Math 0092 1 
Math 0092 Math 0098 3 
Math 0098 Math 0099 2 
STSK091 STSK095 2 
STSK095 STSK1104 4 students from 95 to no 

reading 
STSK1104 No reading 

required 
 

Engl 0090 Engl 1101 4 based on reading 
7 based on sentence skills 
11 total 

   

Total Courses 
Moved 

 19 
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Appendix A1-3: Canby Student Feedback 
 
Statement Percentage of Agree/Strongly Agree 

Responses 
This course will help me in my future 
courses. 

88% 

This course has prepared me to be a more 
successful college student. 

92% 

The format of the course (three sessions on 
three different areas) worked well. 

84% 

I have learned things that I didn’t know or 
remembered things I had forgotten. 

92% 

The instructors were well prepared. 100% 
The instructors covered material that will 
be helpful for me to know. 

100% 

I would recommend this course to other 
incoming freshman. 

100% 

 
Student comments from feedback form: 

• The math part because I had forgotten a lot of math stuff.  

• mrs. winter as a teacher  

• The best part about this course was getting to know people before starting college. If i didn't know 
anybody in this town, i would be scared to start classes the 24th. Another thing was that the instructors helped 
me alot and i really hope i do well on my accuplacer. Their skills helped me alot.  

• math help remember things I did not remember  

• The fact that we got to meet new people and make new friends from other courses  

• Getting me ready to retake the accuplacer. Now I have more confidence than I did at the start of this 
class. Also getting to know the campus a little bit more before school actually does start.  

• The part that i enjoyed was my math class because, i have not taken a class through a tv before.  

• meeting some of the people we will be attending the college with. And going over all the basics to 
things we may have forgotten over the summer.  

• The math was helpful to review.  

• The school food  

• the best part of the course was the math because it was a good review.  

• the food was really good  

• getting familiar w/school and my new school life  

• Getting familiar with the new email system and getting the "hang" of navigating the school website.  

• english  

• free lunch  

• the best part of this course is going to the lab and actually doing the problems with the teacher there 
for help  
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• meeting new people and with the help of the instructors help me work well  

• Working on the computer.  

• getting to know our instructors and getting free lunch  

• Getting a jump start on things, like math, english,and reading skills.  

• Being able to know the D2L system be for the school starts and getting to the campus and the staff.  

• I thought that the best part of this course was being able to study things that I have not remembered in 
a couple years... a lot of or most of the course was review for me. What I learned that has helped the most is the 
fact that I do not spend enough time on every question. It has helped that I was able to improve my scores be 
slowing down even more than I normally do.  

• The instructors did a wonderful job bringing home the points that we need to do a better job on the 
accuplacer test  

• lunch and smoke breaks 

 
What to improve 

• Maybe make some games out of the lesson so were not sitting down the whole time.  

• more mature websites  

• One thing that i would change would be the math portion. I think that the teacher should have been 
here to help us other then online or over the TV. There are some parts on the math test that i guessed on and 
would have really helped if she would be here to help us in person.  

• more math time  

• i would not change anything about this class. It was a fun class.  

• I don't think I would change anything.  

• The days that we had to prepare, i wish they were able to be more days.  

• the length. Maybe it should only go until 1 or so...  

• Break it up a little so dont take as long one subject.  

• not to have each course more than an hour long and some 15 min. breaks in between  

• The one thing i would change about the course is the english part because it was right before lunch so 
that means i am really hungry. Which infers that i am really hungry my then  

• nothing  

• idunno  

• At this point i don't believe i would change anything.  

• more time in class  

• more food  

• i probably wouldn’t change anything cause i thought it went well  

• longer times with the class and shorter break to get things done  

• Only have a hour class so i can get back to work.  

• more food and less lecture time.  

• Learning more in our major. Take a day to know what we are going 2 be doing in the class room, or on 
the job.  

• the math section it would be better in the morning, and maybe getting more activities were the 
students can have more communication. so they can get out of there shyness and there little group of friends.  
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• I wouldn't change really anything cause I don't know how everything was for the other students. I 
personally thought it was a good course.  

• more one on one according to skill level  

• none 
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Appendix A-2 Granite Falls Campus 
 
 
Project Faculty (list discipline):  Pam Sukalski- Study Skills, Reading Improvement 
    Shannon Fiene- Mathematics 
    Rodney Sissel- Writing 
 
 
Project Start Date:  August 10, 2009 
 
Project End Date:  August 15, 2009 
 
  
Project Abstract:  
Many of our students come to their first semester of college unprepared.  The goal is to better 
prepare students for a successful college experience, focusing on reading, writing, math, and 
study skills.   
 
This pre-first year seminar will be held one week (5 days) prior to the start of fall semester for up 
to 30 students on each campus.   This course should include a mix of both local and nonlocal 
students to ensure the student population is represented accurately. This course will be offered at 
no cost to the student. Students who complete receive two credits for STSK0092, Basic Skills. 

 
   
 
Objectives 
 
After completing this course, students will be able to 

• Develop college level study skills, time management, note taking, scheduling, and 
homework habits. 

• Manage time more effectively. 
• Understand how to manage college workload. 
• Understand how to use resources available to them. 
• Analyze assignments and clarify instructor expectations. 
• Understand baseline expectations of college level reading, writing, and math abilities and 

skills. 
• Understand student code of conduct. 
• Understand what is required of a responsible, self-motivated learner. 

 
Overall Summary: 

We had 24 students start the Fast Track Program at Granite Falls.  Twenty-two of 
the students completed the program.  One student dropped out due to transportation 
issues and another decided to attend a different college at the last minute. 

Of the 22 that completed, 8 were displaced workers.  An additional 5 students 
would be considered non-traditional in that they have families and are returning to school 
after an extended break and only 9 of the students participating could be classified as 
traditional. 
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Due to the composition of the class, many of the students were not borderline on 
their Accuplacer scores and did not have a huge potential to “jump” a course.  The main 
success for the program at the Granite Falls Campus was exposing the displaced workers 
and non-traditional students to the technology such as D2L, email, and student e-services 
that they will be required to use.  In addition, these students became more comfortable 
with the campus and learned about all the student services available.  All of these 
students indicated that the program lessened their fears and helped them adapt to college. 

 
Detailed Summary: 
The Granite Falls Campus approached Fast Track with three major objectives: 

 
1. Expose students to the campus, instructors, student services and other students 

prior to the start of the semester in order to create a familiar and comfortable 
learning environment in which the students feel welcome in the college and 
educational atmosphere. 

2. Transfer basic computer, study, and organizational skills that will help the 
students with college. 

3. Assist students with improving their Accuplacer scores in an attempt to have them 
take less developmental courses. 

Granite Falls Campus feels that we successfully accomplished all goals.   

Goal Area 1:  During the week students were introduced to the instructors in Math, 
English, and Study Skills.  It was obvious that most formed a bond with these instructors.  
In addition, the students were familiarized with the staff responsible for registration, 
financial aid, and LARC services.  Finally, students formed connections with each other 
which are still evident now as we still see these students eating, studying, and socializing 
together. 

Goal Area 2:  During the week students were introduced to D2L, email, and the online 
student services.  The only regret with this is that we should allocate more time to cover 
these topics in more detail.  Many of our students were non-traditional and did not have 
existing computer skills.  It would have been helpful to spend more time on the basics of 
these components, but most students agreed that even the limited exposure was 
beneficial.  Most students learned about the college expectations, how to keep a calendar 
of assignments, and other basic study skills that benefited them in their first semester of 
college. 

Goal Area 3:  While we would have liked to have more students improve their scores on 
the Accuplacer, many of our students were not “borderline” to begin with therefore to 
“jump” a course would be difficult at best.  We did have 8 students improve their 
placement in one subject area.  We had one student who improved her placement in 2 
subject areas.  On average students improved their Reading and Sentence Scores by 8 
points and their Math scores by 5 points. 
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Appendix A2-1: Granite Falls Student Scores  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

1     
Reading Comp. 69 63 None  
Sentence Skills 72 72  None     
Arithmetic   31 38 +7  
Elem. Algebra   21 +21 Math 0098 
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

2     
Reading Comp. 56 71 +15  
Sentence Skills 59 55 None  
Arithmetic 48 26 None  
Elem. Algebra 23  None  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

3     
Reading Comp. 52 47 None  
Sentence Skills 44 70 +26  
Arithmetic 27 26 None  
Elem. Algebra     
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

4     
Reading Comp.  96   
Sentence Skills  84   
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra  44   
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Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

5     
Reading Comp. 51 71 +20  
Sentence Skills 44 67 +23  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra 21 21 None  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

6     
Reading Comp. 72 97 +25 English 1101 
Sentence Skills 98 85 None  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra 43 48 +5  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

7     
Reading Comp. 61 79 +33 English 1101 
Sentence Skills 79 94 +15  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra 73 51 None  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

8     
Reading Comp. 73 85 +12 English 1101 
Sentence Skills 81 90 +9  
Arithmetic 73 95 +22  
Elem. Algebra 26 58 +32 Math 0099 
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

9     
Reading Comp. 77 88 +11 English 1101 
Sentence Skills 68 80 +12  
Arithmetic 27 29 +2  
Elem. Algebra     
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Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

10     
Reading Comp. 84 79 None  
Sentence Skills 47 49 +2  
Arithmetic 58 57 None  
Elem. Algebra 22 30 +8  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

11     
Reading Comp. 81 71 None  
Sentence Skills 41 70 +29  
Arithmetic 92    
Elem. Algebra 23 25 +2  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

12     
Reading Comp. 67 72 +5  
Sentence Skills 68 57 None  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra 45 49 +4  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

13     
Reading Comp. 70 83 +13 English 1101 
Sentence Skills 86 82 None  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra 57 43 None  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

14     
Reading Comp. 91 65 None  
Sentence Skills 87 95 None  
Arithmetic 65 52 None  
Elem. Algebra 54 44 None  
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Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

15     
Reading Comp. 55 62 +7  
Sentence Skills 24 73 +49  
Arithmetic  26 None  
Elem. Algebra 33  None  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

16     
Reading Comp. 87 89 +2  
Sentence Skills 72 69 None  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra 21 25 +4  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

17     
Reading Comp. 67 57 None  
Sentence Skills 54 58 +4  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra 32 31 None  
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

18     
Reading Comp. 78 80 +2  
Sentence Skills 91 59 None  
Arithmetic 30 33 +3  
Elem. Algebra     
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

19     
Reading Comp. 86 79 None  
Sentence Skills 99 75 None  
Arithmetic 42 44 +2  
Elem. Algebra     
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Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

20     
Reading Comp. 107 114 +7  
Sentence Skills 120 104 None  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra 44 70 +26 Math 0099 
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

21     
Reading Comp. 27 50 +23 STSK 0095 
Sentence Skills 41 41 None  
Arithmetic 28 27 None  
Elem. Algebra     
 
Student Name Initial 

Score 
End 
Score 

Gain (+ or 
None) 

Gain in Class 

22     
Reading Comp. 81 86 +5  
Sentence Skills 80 82 +2  
Arithmetic 42 43 +1  
Elem. Algebra 24 27 +3  
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Appendix A2-2:  Granite Falls Cumulative Reviews  
 
Placement Scores 
 
Content Area Increase Overall Average Increase 
Reading Comp. x points/x students +8.6 
Sentence Skills x points/ students +8.1 
Arithmetic/Elem. Algebra x points /x students +5.3 
 
Course Changes 
 
 
Original 
Placement 

Updated 
Placement 

Number of Students 

   
Math 0091 Math 0092  
Math 0092 Math 0098 1 
Math 0098 Math 0099 2 
STSK0090 STSK0095 1 
STSK0095 ENGL 1101 5 
Total Courses 
Moved 

 9 
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Appendix A2-3: Granite Falls Student Feedback 
 
Statement Percentage of Agree/Strongly Agree 

Responses 
This course will help me in my future 
courses. 

86.4% 

This course has prepared me to be a more 
successful college student. 

86.4% 

The format of the course (three sessions on 
three different areas) worked well. 

82.6% 

I have learned things that I didn’t know or 
remembered things I had forgotten. 

100% 

The instructors were well prepared. 95.5% 
The instructors covered material that will 
be helpful for me to know. 

95.5% 

I would recommend this course to other 
incoming freshman. 

90.9% 

 
Student comments from feedback form: 
What they liked best: 

• 9 Students indicated they liked learning new things and/or practicing existing skills the 
best. 

• 2 Students indicated they liked meeting other students the best. 
• 2 Students indicated they liked the math section the best. 
• 7 Students indicated that the instructors were the best part. 
• 1 Student indicated he liked the ITV exposure. 

 
Things they would change: 

• 7 Students indicated they would make the program longer. 
• 2 Students recommended 1 hour classes instead of 1.5 hour classes. 
• 1 Student would like more review in English (nouns, pronouns, adjectives). 
• 1 Student would have liked the program to cover more subjects. 
• 1 Student recommended a shorter lunch. 
• 1 Student indicated classes needed more “movement”. 
• 1 Student indicated that they need more time in Math and English class. 
• 3 Students indicated they would change nothing. 
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Appendix A-3 Jackson Campus 
 
Project Faculty (list discipline): 
Rod Sissel– English 
Lori Stearns – Reading and Study Skills 
Dave Matthews – Math  
 
Project Start Date: 
2009-08-10 
 
Project End Date: 
2009-08-14 
  
Project Abstract:  
Many of our students come to their first semester of college unprepared.  The goal is to better 
prepare students for a successful college experience, focusing on reading, writing, math, and 
study skills.   
 
This pre-first year seminar will be held one week (5 days) prior to the start of fall semester for up 
to 30 students on each campus.   This course should include a mix of both local and non-local 
students to ensure the student population is represented accurately. This course will be offered at 
no cost to the student. Students who complete receive two credits for STSK0092, Basic Skills. 

 
   
Objectives 
 
After completing this course, students will  

• Develop college level study skills, time management, note taking, scheduling, and 
homework habits. 

• Manage time more effectively. 
• Understand how to manage college workload. 
• Understand how to use resources available to them. 
• Analyze assignments and clarify instructor expectations. 
• Understand baseline expectations of college level reading, writing, and math abilities and 

skills. 
• Understand student code of conduct. 
• Understand what is required of a responsible, self-motivated learner. 

 
Did your outcomes meet your expectations?  
 
Achieve collaboration and partnerships 

Jackson approached our goal by providing this service to 16 students. The class had 20 enrolled 
but 3 cancelled at the last minute, and one attended one session and had to drop out.  Students had 
the opportunity to meet not only the faculty teaching Fast Track but were able to meet with 
various other faculty members and student service personnel.  
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Each day, students meet other staff on campus and become knowledgeable about the services and 
equipment on campus. Each lunch time, a different staff member would eat with us and visit with 
the students, answering questions that they had about the service that the staff member was 
responsible for.  Students were able to tour the campus and find classrooms ahead of time.  
Students became familiar with the LARC and the main office staff, feeling less anxiety 

Many of these students have become friends and have lunch together daily. They are frequently 
seen in the LARC studying and organizing and asking for assistance when needed. Students 
commented that meeting new people and instructors ahead of time as well as having some 
understanding of the rigors of college were some of the most helpful attributes and assisted in 
alleviating some anxiety.  

Fast Track serves not only as a tool to get students ready for college but also as marketing tool 
and retention tool. Students participating in Fast Track are more familiar with the routine and who 
is here and have had time to make mistakes before the semester started One hundred percent of 
our students indicated they would recommend this class to others because they had a good 
experience. These students in essence become our marketers when relaying their experience to 
family, friends and community members.  

Enhance quality and continuous improvement of programs  

Students developed a rapport with faculty, staff, and each other by the end of the second day. This 
connection and comfort is invaluable in the classroom and each of the programs. Students also 
developed confidence in themselves and their ability by the end of the week regardless of the 
actual scores they received on the Accuplacer at the end of the week.  

Facilitate transition from high school to college/university 

Fast Track is an invaluable tool in fostering the transition between high school and college. It is 
also invaluable for students who are non-traditional and are entering as displaced workers. The 
non-traditional students indicated while it was nice to see their scores increase on the Accuplacer, 
their goal in Fast Track was to expose themselves to content they had not been exposed to for 
years and remind themselves of the rigor of education. Several students indicated they 
appreciated the jump start and having an understanding of what a day at college may look like. 
Students were exposed to services on campus, how to maneuver the food service, and got a jump 
on email, understanding of D2L and student accounts. Students practiced organizational skills and 
participated in activities in which they could explore themselves and what their study and 
organizational styles are. Students practiced reading textbook material for greater understanding, 
English, and math skills, all of which at some point they will need in their time at Minnesota 
West. Students were provided with tools which will assist in their success. Many of the 
participants took advantage of being on campus early and buying books ahead of time as a way to 
prepare for the upcoming semester.  It was helpful to have the bookstore manager visit with the 
students one day and explain to them the purchase process, as well as financial aid disbursement.  

The group appeared genuine in their concerns about success and has been observed acting as 
mentors and role models for students who did not participate. Students who were not able to take 
the Fast Track have commented that they wish they would have attended the course, too. 

Did your outcomes meet your expectations?  
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Student Learning  

Students jumped eleven courses and there were gains in all three areas overall. Some students did 
not increase scores; however, the overall consensus with students was that the course was helpful 
and they learned things they did not know or had forgotten. 

Student assessment  

Post Fast Track Accuplacer scores indicated that some students did better in all categories. Some 
students tested higher in selected categories. However students commented that they maybe 
weren’t concerned about all areas and if math was their concern, they were happy with an 
increase. Students also expressed satisfaction overall with having the opportunity to be here, 
experience Fast Track, and get the jump start.  

Improved retention 

One hundred percent of students indicated that they feel better prepared to be successful in 
college. One hundred percent of students indicated they learned material that was helpful. Overall 
students expressed confidence in their abilities. 

Narrative 
Jackson Fast Track met our expectations. We had a strong interest this year and invited 
approximately 80 students. With numbers like this and interest this high, it may be beneficial to 
consider more than one Fast Track in order to serve our students. Another consideration is to 
focus attention not so much on the transition from high school but also the transition from work 
back to college as over half of the students attending were dislocated workers. 
 
We had a great group of students who were highly motivated. We had three no shows, and one 
student had to drop out for personal reasons after the first day, but the rest were promptly present 
all week. Students were excited, worked together, and were outspoken. While we can measure 
student success and retention for Fast Track students versus non-Fast Track, I am not sure we can 
truly measure the impact overall. The personal attention students get as a result of Fast Track can 
speak volumes to our communities about MN West.  
 
Assessment   
See appendices A3-1, A3-2, and A3-3 for student achievement scores and feedback.  Students 
took the Accuplacer test before and after completing the course.  Scores were compared and 
analyzed.  Additionally, students will be tracked after their first semester and during their first 
year.   
 
 
Assessment Summary: Jackson Campus  
Sixteen students participated in the program.  Overall, students showed improvement in learning 
as well as gained experience in navigating the college and successfully completing the learning 
tasks.  Of the 16 students in the program, most students moved up in scores and 6 students moved 
up 8 classes.  Two students moved up 2 classes each. The students showed gains in several areas, 
as outlined in the attached appendices.  Students indicated that they were happy with their scores, 
even though they may not have moved out of the developmental class.  Improvement was 
indicated. 
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Appendix A3-1: Jackson Student Scores  
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
1 Had ACT Score    
Reading Comp.  83 None N 
Sentence Skills  105 None N 
Arithmetic    --   
Elem. Algebra    113 None   N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
2     
Reading Comp. 57 77.5 + + 
Sentence Skills 55 42 None N 
Arithmetic 30 24 None N 
Elem. Algebra    113 None   N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
3     
Reading Comp. 29 37 + N 
Sentence Skills 33 36 + N 
Arithmetic 21 43 + ++ 
Elem. Algebra    23 +  N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
4     
Reading Comp. 44.05 77.5 + ++ 
Sentence Skills 64 66.81 + N 
Arithmetic       
Elem. Algebra 68.66 79 +   N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
5     
Reading Comp. 33.43 29 None N 
Sentence Skills 41.92 47 + N 
Arithmetic       
Elem. Algebra   65.12 72 +   N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
6     
Reading Comp. 38 45 + N 
Sentence Skills 38 37 None N 
Arithmetic 21.02   20 None N 
Elem. Algebra       
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Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
7     
Reading Comp. 41 48 + N 
Sentence Skills 54 47 None N 
Arithmetic 26  32 + + 
Elem. Algebra       
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
8     
Reading Comp. 56.05 63 + N 
Sentence Skills 55.10 55 None N 
Arithmetic 27.74 25 None N 
Elem. Algebra         
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
9     
Reading Comp. 86 73 None N 
Sentence Skills 85 85 None N 
Arithmetic       
Elem. Algebra 27 29 +  N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
10     
Reading Comp. 93 82 None N 
Sentence Skills 96 101 + N 
Arithmetic       
Elem. Algebra 38 35 None   N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
11     
Reading Comp. 33 29 None N 
Sentence Skills 38.4 63 + N 
Arithmetic  --  25 None N 
Elem. Algebra       
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
12     
Reading Comp. 55.42 59 + N 
Sentence Skills 86 66 None N 
Arithmetic 33.99    
Elem. Algebra    27 +   N 
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Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
13     
Reading Comp. 48.9 48 None N 
Sentence Skills 49.8 57 + N 
Arithmetic 44.4      
Elem. Algebra 32.2 36 +   N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
14     
Reading Comp. 27 27 None N 
Sentence Skills 29 30 + N 
Arithmetic 34   21 None N 
Elem. Algebra       
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
15     
Reading Comp. 45 57 + + 
Sentence Skills 49 55 + N 
Arithmetic    61 + N 
Elem. Algebra  36  26 None   N 
 
Student Name Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
16     
Reading Comp. 43.04 55 + + 
Sentence Skills 48.94 52 + N 
Arithmetic 30.7   29 None N 
Elem. Algebra       
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Appendix A3-2:  Jackson Cumulative Reviews  
 
Placement Scores 
 
Content Area Increase Overall Average Increase 
Reading Comp. 116.52 points/16 students 7.28 
Sentence Skills 52.67 points/ 16students 3.29 
Arithmetic/Elem. Algebra 101.02 points /16 students 6.31 
 
Course Changes 
 
 
Original 
Placement 

Updated 
Placement 

Number of Students 

      
Math 0091 Math 0092 1* 
Math 0092 Math 0098 2* 
Math 0098 Math 0099 0 
STSK091 STSK095 4 
STSK095 STSK1104 2** 
STSK1104 No reading 

required 
2** 

Engl 0090 Engl 1101 0 
      

Total Courses 
Moved 

  8 

  
* One student moved up two classes (0091 to 0098) and was counted once for each move 
** These two students are the same as the two who moved up from 095 -- they each 
jumped two levels 
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Appendix A3-3: Jackson Student Feedback 
 
Statement Percentage of Agree/Strongly Agree 

Responses 
This course will help me in my future 
courses. 

100% 

This course has prepared me to be a more 
successful college student. 

100% 

The format of the course (three sessions on 
three different areas) worked well. 

100% 

I have learned things that I didn’t know or 
remembered things I had forgotten. 

75% 

The instructors were well prepared. 100% 
The instructors covered material that will 
be helpful for me to know. 

100% 

I would recommend this course to other 
incoming freshman. 

100% 

 
Student comments from feedback form: 
What they liked best: 

• Being out of school for 39 years brought back some of the classes I had forgotten.  

• that it refreshed my memory on certain classes ive had troubles with in the past  

• The grammar class. It really helped me understand grammar better.  

• Chilling with the teachers :] 
 
Things they would change: 

• Have more in the classes.  

• It needs to be longer than 1 Week ;)... seriously tho lol  

• There should be more time for math.  

• Getting more people there!! 
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Appendix A4: Pipestone Campus 
 
Project Faculty (list discipline):  Shannon Schmitz- Study Skills, Reading Improvement 
    Jim John- Mathematics 
    Rodney Sissel- Writing 
 
 
Project Start Date:  August 10, 2009 
 
Project End Date:  August 15, 2009 
 
  
Project Abstract:  
Many of our students come to their first semester of college unprepared.  The goal is to better 
prepare students for a successful college experience, focusing on reading, writing, math, and 
study skills.   
 
This pre-first year seminar will be held one week (5 days) prior to the start of fall semester for up 
to 30 students on each campus.   This course should include a mix of both local and nonlocal 
students to ensure the student population is represented accurately. This course will be offered at 
no cost to the student. Students who complete receive two credits for STSK0092, Basic Skills. 

 
   
 
Objectives 
 
After completing this course, students will be able to 

• Develop college level study skills, time management, note taking, scheduling, and 
homework habits. 

• Manage time more effectively. 
• Understand how to manage college workload. 
• Understand how to use resources available to them. 
• Analyze assignments and clarify instructor expectations. 
• Understand baseline expectations of college level reading, writing, and math abilities and 

skills. 
• Understand student code of conduct. 
• Understand what is required of a responsible, self-motivated learner. 

 
Did your outcomes meet your expectations?  

• Achieve collaboration and partnerships  
• Enhance quality and continuous improvement of programs  
• Facilitate transition from high school to college/university 

We met our objectives.  Students developed solid connections with faculty and staff.  Students 
became familiar with the LARC, technical support, and student services.  Students were exposed 
to a large amount of content in a short time and were given opportunities to apply what they 
learned.  They completed multiple assignments and tests in all areas (reading, writing, and 
mathematics).  They were shown how to use D2L and used the practice tests for each area.  For 
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the English component, students were assigned a paragraph writing assignment for which they 
had to demonstrate their ability to use the D2L drop box.  Students found this very helpful.  
Students were also exposed to ITV.  The reading and math components were done via ITV.  
While some students expressed some anxiety about ITV learning, most realized some success.  
The ALEKS program for math was very well received.  Two people with competent math skills 
assisted in the computer lab each day to help students navigate around in the ALEKS math 
software.  Students appreciated this help as there was no instructor on campus. 

I expected that students to develop a comfort level with me and each other.  That was 
accomplished by the end of the first session. 

Classes were small enough to allow constant adjustments to meet students’ needs. 

This group of students realized quickly that they are no longer in high school and that 
performance matters more than effort. They can now serve as mentors for other newcomers. 

Outcomes anticipated from this project:  
Did your outcomes meet your expectations?  
 

• Student Learning  
• Student assessment  
• Improved retention 

Commentary:  

Though only a few students were able to “jump” classes, all expressed gratitude for being 
reminded of conventions and expectations we covered in class. 

I expected more students to improve Accuplacer scores.   

All of the students seemed encouraged and assured that they could “make it” in college if they 
make success a priority. 

Narrative 
 
On the first day, the students met several staff and faculty who would play important roles in 
the success of their college experience.  Students learned where they could go to access 
technology, resource materials (LARC), and how to get important questions answered through 
student services.  Students were also given tours and brief explanations of programs offered on 
campus other than their own.  Students had the opportunity to purchase organizational 
materials and take care of student IDs. 
 
Students had the opportunity to get to know one other early in the day.  This was done through 
a simple, interactive activity that encouraged students to talk to each other and find similarities. 
Students were also provided with a student liaison who stayed with the student group the entire 
day to answer any questions they might have. 
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Students learned how to use D2L.  The students were exposed to what a D2L site looked like, its 
purpose, and how to submit assignments to instructors.  Students were also expected to submit 
a critique of the Fast Track program on line.  Students were also instructed on how to contact 
instructors through e‐mail and how important communication can be. 
 
The writing portion of Fast Track was presented to the students through ITV.  Students stated 
that the class was helpful in making their writing better and that their grammar scores 
improved.  ITV would not be their first option for learning, but they understood its importance 
because many classes are offered in this format throughout the college system. 
 
Fast Track was a positive experience both socially and academically for students and teachers.  
Outside of class, they shared lunches and breaks and this gave everyone time to become 
acquainted personally.   
 
Instructors felt that Fast Track went well this year and would not change anything, with the 
exception of  a longer instructional period. Students seemed very comfortable with the format 
and were appreciative that Fast Track had been offered to them.  This year, many of the 
students were displaced workers who had not been in school for quite some time.  This program 
made them feel less alienated and more comfortable with the start of the school year.   
 
Even though most students did not improve greatly in their Accuplacer scores, Fast Track proved 
important in many other ways.  Those are as follows: 
 
      ‐increased confidence 
      ‐feeling prepared 
      ‐exposure to college life 
      ‐interacting with staff and faculty across the home campus 
      ‐exposure to technology 
      ‐feeling safe and taken care of 
      ‐feeling important 
      ‐less anxious and more excited 
 
In conclusion, Fast Track is important to the future retention of students. 
 
Assessment:   
See appendices A4-1, A4-2, and A4-3 for student achievement scores and feedback.  Students 
took the Accuplacer test before and after completing the course.  Scores were compared and 
analyzed.  Additionally, students will be tracked after their first semester and during their first 
year.   
 
Assessment Summary: Pipestone Campus  
Fourteen students participated in the program.  Overall, students showed improvement in learning 
as well as gained experience in navigating the college and successfully completing the learning 
tasks.  Of the 14 students in the program, five students moved up in five classes. The students 
showed gains in several areas, as outlined in the attached appendices. 
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Appendix A4-1: Pipestone Student Scores  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Student 1 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 65 76 + 11 
Sentence Skills 48 65 + 17  
Arithmetic       
Elem. Algebra   33 38 + 5 

Student 2 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 66 39   
Sentence Skills 67 44        
Arithmetic 27 33 + 6 
Elem. Algebra         

Student 3 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 82 79   
Sentence Skills 82 84 + 2  
Arithmetic 32 50 + 18 
Elem. Algebra    22 + 22 

Student 4 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 98 90   
Sentence Skills 79 109 + 30   
Arithmetic    82 + 82 
Elem. Algebra 35 23   

Student 5 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 67 60   
Sentence Skills 103 97        
Arithmetic    58 + 58 
Elem. Algebra 68 62     
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Student 6 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 62 62   
Sentence Skills 34 70 + 36    
Arithmetic 20  + 20 
Elem. Algebra    36 + 36 

Student 7 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 74 96 + 22 
Sentence Skills 79 82 + 3  
Arithmetic    39 + 39 
Elem. Algebra 23 26 + 3 

Student 8 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 83 51   
Sentence Skills 86 75        
Arithmetic 34 40 + 6 
Elem. Algebra    22 + 22 

Student 9 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 70 66   
Sentence Skills 97 96        
Arithmetic    42 + 42 
Elem. Algebra    31 + 31 

Student 10 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 67 48   
Sentence Skills 61 56        
Arithmetic 31 36 + 5 
Elem. Algebra    21 + 21 
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Student 11 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 27 27   
Sentence Skills 38 34        
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra 47   34     

Student 12 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 85 67   
Sentence Skills 95 92        
Arithmetic 25 28 + 3 
Elem. Algebra         

Student 13 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 92 99 + 7 
Sentence Skills 83 112 + 29 
Arithmetic       
Elem. Algebra 37 51 + 14 

Student 14 Initial Score End Score Gain (+ or None) Gain in Class 
     
Reading Comp. 42 61 + 19 
Sentence Skills 73 50        
Arithmetic 26 27 + 1 
Elem. Algebra         
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Appendix A4-2: Pipestone Cumulative Reviews  
 
Placement Scores 
 
Content Area Increase Overall Average Increase 
Reading Comp. x points/x students - 4.21 
Sentence Skills x points/ students + 2.93 
Arithmetic/Elem. Algebra x points /x students + 25.93 
 
Course Changes 
 
 
Original 
Placement 

Updated 
Placement 

Number of Students 

   
Math 0091 Math 0092  
Math 0092 Math 0098 2 
Math 0098 Math 0099 1 
STSK091 STSK095  
STSK095 STSK1104  
STSK1104 No reading 

required 
 

Engl 0090 Engl 1101 2 
   

Total Courses 
Moved 

 5 
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Appendix A4-3: Pipestone Student Feedback 
 
Statement Percentage of Agree/Strongly Agree 

Responses 
This course will help me in my future 
courses. 42.86% / 42.86% 

This course has prepared me to be a more 
successful college student. 35.71% / 50.00% 

The format of the course (three sessions on 
three different areas) worked well. 42.86% / 35.71% 

I have learned things that I didn’t know or 
remembered things I had forgotten. 14.29% / 57.14% 

The instructors were well prepared. 21.43% / 57.14% 
The instructors covered material that will 
be helpful for me to know. 35.71% / 50.00% 

I would recommend this course to other 
incoming freshman. 28.57% / 57.14% 

 
Student comments from feedback form: 
 

• The teachers and staff members were really helpful and nice. They took their time with us when we 
needed help. I liked that it took us back and helped with things we learned in middle school, such as 
grammar and whole numbers. Overall this course was really good and I enjoyed attending it.  

• Shannon was great!  

• Getting to know the school was very helpful, Meeting some of the staff. Having the short classes 
were very helpful-getting you to think about what you need to do to prepare for school. The meals 
were very nice too.  

• The different class and getting use to the ITV.  

• Study Skills and Time Management I have already used some of the information and suggestions. 
So I know I will be better prepared for my assignments and teachers this fall. I feel alot more 
comfortable about starting school. I know I asked more questions in the small group then I would 
have in a large group. Thank you!!!  

• remembering thing that I have forgotten. And learned new thing to improve myself for school  

• the review  

• The writing comp. because I learned several things that made me feel better about my writing  

• It made me more aware , what i have to do when at school, it helped me remember things i forgot.  

• I am met a friend from ITV show and started making friends.  

• For the math- I liked that we were given time to work in class & that Jim helped us instead of 
looking at us like- you should know that- duh! I liked that Shannon's was visual- I'm that type of 
learner- thanks! Rodney's class was very helpful, esp. the notes.  

• I’ve gotten a lot more comfortable with the school. I know some teachers, students, and where my 
classes are for my 1st semester. It was also nice to refresh my skills. ITV was cool!  

• best part of this course is that it had covered material that I had forgot after being out of school 30 
plus years. The instructor was helpful.  
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• The instructors were very patient with us. I think as time goes on, I will think back to a lot of the 
things I learned to help with studies. 

Appendix A5: Worthington Campus 
 
 
Project Faculty: LouAnn Williamson Reading/Study Skills 
                          Rick Dalrymple Math 
                          Dan Roos English 
 
Project Start Date: 
2009-08-09 
Project End Date: 
2009-08-14 
  
Project Abstract:  
Many of our students come to their first semester of college unprepared.  The goal is to better 
prepare students for a successful college experience, focusing on reading, writing, math, and 
study skills.   
 
This pre-first year seminar will be held one week (8 days) prior to the start of fall semester for up 
to 30 students on each campus.   This course should include a mix of both local and nonlocal 
students to ensure the student population is represented accurately. This course will be offered at 
no cost to the student. Students who complete receive two credits for STSK0092, Basic Skills. 

 
   
Objectives 
 
After completing this course, students will be able to 

• Develop college level study skills, time management, note taking, scheduling, and 
homework habits. 

• Manage time more effectively. 
• Understand how to manage college workload. 
• Understand how to use resources available to them. 
• Analyze assignments and clarify instructor expectations. 
• Understand baseline expectations of college level reading, writing, and math abilities and 

skills. 
• Understand student code of conduct. 
• Understand what is required of a responsible, self-motivated learner. 

 
Did your outcomes meet your expectations?  

• Achieve collaboration and partnerships  
• Enhance quality and continuous improvement of programs  
• Facilitate transition from high school to college/university 

Commentary: Need to provide feedback / commentary on these outcomes.  
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As in previous years, we felt that our objectives were met.  Students developed connections with 
faculty, staff, and peers.  Students became familiar with the LARC, technical support, and student 
services.  Students were exposed to a large amount of content in a short time and were given 
opportunities to apply what they learned.  They completed multiple assignments and tests in all 
areas (reading, writing, and mathematics).  They were shown how to use D2L and used the 
practice tests for each area.  For the English component, students were assigned a paragraph 
writing assignment for which they had to demonstrate their ability to use the D2L drop box.  The 
ALEKS program for math was very well received.   

One of the goals of Fast Track is for students to develop a comfort level with instructors, staff, the 
campus, and each other.  This particular group connected with each other very well and also 
displayed a comfort level with staff, administrators, instructors and layout of the campus. 

Classes were small enough to allow for 1:1 assistance when necessary without taking away from 
other students or the class as a whole. 

This group of students was perhaps the most enjoyable thus far.  Once again they realized quickly 
that they are no longer in high school and that performance matters more than effort. A few of the 
students tested out of one or more areas on the Accuplacer prior to the start of Fast Track.  Our 
policy at this point still remains that regardless of initial Accuplacer scores, students will take all 
components of  Fast Track.  There was no resistance by those students.  They were diligent in 
their work and had a good attitude.   

Outcomes anticipated from this project:  
 
Did your outcomes meet your expectations?  
 

• Student Learning  
• Student assessment  
• Improved retention 

Commentary:  

There were 21 students who attended Fast Track in Worthington.  Only 19 of them have 
registered in Worthington for the fall, 1 is at Jackson, and 1 is at Pipestone. 
  
Narrative 
Students were able to feel more comfortable with the college as a whole.  They were shown how 
to use D2L to provide comfort for those who may have an on-line class or an instructor who uses 
D2L to enhance their courses.  The positives of the Fast Track course, it was felt, far outweighed 
the negatives.  As per the student evaluation, a shorter lunch period and earlier dismissal will 
probably be in the works for next year. 
 
Assessment:   
See appendices A, B, and C for student achievement scores and feedback.  Students took the 
Accuplacer test before and after completing the course.  Scores were compared and analyzed.  
Additionally, students will be tracked after their first semester and during their first year.   
 
Assessment Summary:  
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Twenty-one students participated in the program.  Overall, students showed improvement in 
learning as well as gained experience in navigating the college and successfully completing the 
learning tasks.  Of the 21 students in the program, 7 students moved up in classes. The students 
showed gains in several areas, as outlined in the attached appendices. 
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Appendix A5-1: Worthington Student Scores  
 
Student 1 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.   59 
ENGL0090 
&STSK 0095 

   70   +11 No 

Sentence Skills   65    63   -2  
Arithmetic       
Elem. Algebra   43   

Math 0098 
   61   +18 Yes  Math 

0099 
 
 
Student 2 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.   59  
ENGL0090 
&STSK 0095 

    57   -2 No 

Sentence Skills   70     77   +7  
Arithmetic       
Elem. Algebra   59  

Math 0099 
    59   +0 No 

 
 
Student 3 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.   62  
ENGL0090 
&STSK 0095 

    51    -11 No 

Sentence Skills   86     85    -1  
Arithmetic       
Elem. Algebra   85   

Math 0099 
    66   -19  No 

 
 
Student 4 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.   68  
ENGL0090 
&STSK 0095 

   56   -12 No 

Sentence Skills   68    72   +4  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra   51   

Math 0099 
  67   +16 No 
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Student 5 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     53 
ENGL0090 
&STSK 0095 

   40   -13 No 

Sentence Skills     44    60   +16  
Arithmetic   24  

Math 0092 
   47   +23  

Elem. Algebra         34   +34 Yes Math 0098 
 
 
Student 6 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     88  
ENGL 1101 

    85   -3 No 

Sentence Skills     84     77   -7  
Arithmetic   95  

Math 0098 
    95   +0  

Elem. Algebra          42   +42 No 
 
 
Student 7 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     51 
ENGL0090 
&STSK 0095 

    52   +1 No 

Sentence Skills     65     76   +11  
Arithmetic         
Elem. Algebra     36   

Math 0098 
   39   +3 No 

 
 
Student 8 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     69 
ENGL0090 
&STSK 0095 

    66    -3 No 

Sentence Skills     60     61    +1  
Arithmetic         
Elem. Algebra     43  

Math 0098 
   39    -4 No 
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Student 9 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     93  
ENGL 1101 

   68    -25 No 

Sentence Skills     89    88     -1  
Arithmetic         
Elem. Algebra 
College Math 

  98  Math 0099 
            ---- 

  96 
  20 

    -2 
   +20 

No 

 
Student 10 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     85  
ENGL 1101 

    84    -1 No 

Sentence Skills     77     69    -8  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra     41  

Math 0098   
    48    +7 No (but close) 

 
 
 
Student 11 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     62 
ENGL0090 
&STSK 0095 

   54     -8 No 

Sentence Skills     85    75     -10  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra   35  

Math 0098 
  47     +12 No (but close) 

 
 
Student 12 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     72  
ENGL 0090 & 
STSK 0095 

   92   +20 Yes(ENGL1101)
 

Sentence Skills     91    104   +13  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra 
College Math 

 90 Math 0099 
    --------- 

   106 
    +34 

  +16 
  +34 

No(but close) 
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Student 13 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     52 
ENGL1190& 
STSK0095 

    68   +16 No 

Sentence Skills     66     62   -4  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra   24   

Math 0092 
    37    +13 Yes Math 0098 

 
 
Student 14 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     88 
ENGL1101 

   105   +17 No 

Sentence Skills     90      95   +5  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra   89  

Math 0099 
    70   -19 No 

 
 
Student 15 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.      40  
ENGL0090 & 
STSK0090 

  46   +6 No 

Sentence Skills      63   75   +12  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra      37 Math 98   50   +13 No(but close) 
 
 
Student 16 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     30 
STSK0091 

   27   -3 No 

Sentence Skills     32    32   +0  
Arithmetic     21 

STSK0091 
  20  -1 No 

Elem. Algebra           
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Student 17 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     44 
ENGL0090 & 
STSK 0090 

   70   +26 Yes   
STSK 0095 
 

Sentence Skills     60    76   +16  
Arithmetic     77 Math 98       
Elem. Algebra       +46   +46 No(but close) 
 
Student 18 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     75 
ENGL0090 
&STSK 0095 

   76   -1 No(but close) 

Sentence Skills     74    109   +35  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra 
College Math 

 104 Math 0099 
              -------- 

     98 
     40 

    -6 
   +40 

No(but close) 

 
 
Student 19 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     49 
ENGL0090 
&STSK0090 

    27   -22  No 

Sentence Skills     62     77   +15   
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra     27  

Math 0098 
    52   +25 Yes-Math 0099

 
 
 
Student 20 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.     62 
ENGL0090 
&STSK 0095 

   72   +10 No 

Sentence Skills     83    67   -16  
Arithmetic          
Elem. Algebra     53   

Math 0099 
  66    +13 No 
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Student 21 
 

Before After 
8/14/09 

Gain Gain in class 

Reading Comp.   61  
ENGL0090 
&STSK 0095 

   78   +17 Yes  
ENGL 1101 
 

Sentence Skills   64    71   +7  
Arithmetic     
Elem. Algebra   42  

Math 0098 
  34   -8 No 
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Appendix A5-2: Worthington Cumulative Reviews  
 
Placement Scores 
 
Content Area Increase Overall Average Increase 
Reading Comp. x points/x students + 
Sentence Skills x points/ students + 
Arithmetic/Elem. Algebra x points /x students + 
 
 
 
Original 
Placement 

Updated 
Placement 

Number of Students 

   
Math 0091 Math 0092 0 
Math 0092 Math 0098 2 
Math 0098 Math 0099 2 
STSK090 STSK095 1 
STSK095 STSK1104 0 
STSK1104 No reading 

required 
4 

English 0090 English 1101 2 
   

Total Courses 
Moved 

 11 
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Appendix A5-3: Worthington Student Feedback 
 
Statement Percentage of Agree/Strongly Agree 

Responses 
This course will help me in my future 
courses. 

95% 

This course has prepared me to be a more 
successful college student. 

95% 

The format of the course (three sessions on 
three different areas) worked well. 

80% 

I have learned things that I didn’t know or 
remembered things I had forgotten. 

100% 

The instructors were well prepared. 95% 
The instructors covered material that will 
be helpful for me to know. 

94% 

I would recommend this course to other 
incoming freshman. 

95% 

 
Student comments from feedback form: 
 
The best part of this course was 
 

 

 Getting to met people before school actually started and getting a refreshment on this i didn't 
remember from high school.  

I enjoyed the class. The instructors helped me learn and remember things I've forgotten. Also, 
they have shown me how to study and be prepared for college. Thanks!  

The math parts and finding out how easy it is to find main ideas.  

The best part of this course was the reading, study skills and writing. The only reason i did not 
like the math was because I am not a real big math fan.  

Getting to know what college would feel like. I feel more prepared for college and I'm looking 
forward to it more.  

The instructors just being there to answer questions, and covering basic thing that people might 
get confused on.  

Remembering all the things I knew but had forgotten over the summer months.  

Learning new study skills  

Learning how to use D2L and was a good refresher course.  

Refreshing my memory. i remembered a lot of stuff that i had forgotten.  
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The computer quizzes  

Aleks  

Mrs. Williams  

Remember the stuff that I have for gotten. It was fun to be here.  

Getting to know what I have known and what I haven't known.  

Learning about the D2L,how it works, and it's functions.  

Discussing and covering the things that needs to be covered  

Refreshing my memory  

The Math part because i love math.  

All teachers are helpful, and i learned alolt . 
 

 
  

 
One thing I might change about this course is 
 

 

 Not such cold rooms. More activity going on because after a while it got really boreing.  

The lunch period. I don't think we need a hour. We don't even get a hour at school.  

Have lunch a little shorter because it's to much time just to eat.  

I would make the classes an hour long each day instead of making them an hour and a half. 
Then i would spread them out threw out the day.  

none  

May be make it more of an option to people who may have passed the acupplacer with high 
scores, because Fast Track would still have helpful information for them.  

Nothing  

Shorter lunch time  

Start at 8 o clock and try to be done by noon.  

I would have a shorter lunch break and maybe get the students out a little earlier as a result of 
that.  

Length of lunch time  
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lunch was too long  

The time in the morning that it starts so that football players can get more sleep maybe start at 
ten or eleven and go until four or five  

Make it little more fun in class.  

It doesn't need to be changed it's just fine.  

Well, am not too sure of changing anything yet at this time maybe in the future.  

Nothing  

Shorter lunch, getting out earlier  

Nothing, overall i thought it was very helpful to me.  

Nothing 
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